Submission by Liz Kendall MP

Application number: 20141655

Addresses: SOMERSET AVENUE, JOHN O'GAUNT PUBLIC HOUSE

Description: DEMOLITION OF PART OF PUBLIC HOUSE; SEVEN
DWELLINGHOUSES (1 X 2 BED AND 6 X 3 BED) (CLASS
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Applicant: ASVA UK LIMITED

THE

KENDALL




3.a

Introduction

As the Member of Parliament for Leicester West, I'm determined to ensure that the views
of my constituents are put front and centre when it comes to local decisions.

That's why I've compiled this document, which reflects the feedback I've received in
response to the proposal to demolish part of the John O'Gaunt Pub to make way for
seven houses.

| hope this document will be considered a formal objection and that it will help inform the
Planning Authorities as they reach a decision on planning application number 20141655.

Listening to local people

Working alongside local residents and the Abbey Ward Councillors, | distributed a short
community survey to residents and visitors within the area immediately around
Somerset Avenue, including the John O'Gaunt itself, to gage the views of local people on
this proposal.

113 people completed my survey and the strength and depth of local feeling is clearly
illustrated by the feedback | received.

e 94% of survey respondents said that they were opposed to the proposed
development

e 83% said that they drank in the John O'Gaunt

e 559% said that they were involved in some way with one of the community
groups affiliated to the pub

The detailed comments provided by respondents to my survey can be found at point 5 of
this document.

Objections

Community Interest

73% of the people who responded to my survey said that they objected to this planning
application on the grounds that it would negatively impact the positive role the pub
plays in the local community. Whilst | appreciate that some of these concerns may not be
considered material in a planning determination, | do hope that the Planning Authorities
will seriously consider the impact modifications to this building will have on its value to
community.

Itis clear that the John O'Gaunt offers an absolutely vital service to Leicester's Stadium
Estate and for communities further afield. The pub is home to the Cornerstone Church of
England congregation and Gaunt FC, a successful team in the Charnwood Sunday
Football League.

The John O'Gaunt is a large pub with a car park and grassed outdoor seating area. The
proposed loss of internal and external space will prevent the pub from continuing with
many of its current activities, which prove so popular to the local community. These
include barbeques, charity events, bouncy castles and, crucially, the need to
accommodate visitors from outside the immediate area with adequate parking spaces.



3.b

3.c

Design, appearance and layout

There are serious concerns that the proposed scheme will constitute overdevelopment.
The green space around the pub provides a significant brake in the densely built up
environment. Building on this land would therefore cause a significant loss of local
amenity.

There are also concerns about the close proximity and density of the proposed dwellings
and the effect this will have on sunlight and privacy, particularly for the existing
properties on Hazelbank Close and Wiltshire Road.

Highway safety and traffic

The scheme proposes the removal of the pub'’s off street car park and local residents are
very concerned that this will displace a large number of vehicles, causing a hazard on and
around Somerset Avenue as well as parking difficulties for local residents.

Furthermore, the landlord of the John O’'Gaunt has raised concerns as to how service
vehicles will access the building under the new scheme, including refuge collection and
product deliveries.

Conclusion

We have a desperate housing shortage in Leicester and | am a huge champion of building
more homes. However, it is crucial that any development takes full account of the views
of local residents.

The proposal to demolish part of the John 0’Gaunt Pub to make way for seven houses
has been met by strong and overwhelming opposition by the local community and from
people further afield. They value the important role the John O'Gaunt plays in community
life and they strongly oppose the negative impacts that this development would have on
local amenity and highways.

Given the strength and depth of local feeling, | strongly urge the Planning Authorities to
reject this planning application.

| would also encourage the owner of the site to work closely with the landlord and the
local community to see what more can be done to improve the financial viability and
returns of the pub as it currently stands. Whilst | fully appreciate many of the challenges
faced by the pub industry, the John O'Gaunt appears to have a great deal of public
support. This has the potential to improve its profitability, and my constituents would
much rather see a plan to get the pub back in the black then a plan to strip the pub of its
land assets.
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Comments: Please explain why you are in favour or opposed to the proposed development.
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Please return your response to my office:
o Fold using the instructions on the back and then send or hand-in to our office: 42 Narborough Road,

Leicester, LE3 0BQ

o Email: lizkendall.mp@parliament.uk
o C(all: 0116 2044980
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Comments: Please explain why your are in favour or
opposed to proposed development.

Total opposed 100% to proposed development because
of the following problems resident of Somerset ave will
suffer.

e Somerset ave is a bus route so buses need to travel
both ways on the road. Without congestion.

e The pub customers and 7 householder residents
and their visitors park on Somerset ave will cause
traffic congestion and accident and delay to
everybody daily life.

e We encounter traffic accidents when Abbey park
bonfire customers parked on Somerset ave buses
cannot pass and residents cannot get in to their
drives. It nightmare every year that just one day.

e Plans show small car park in front of the pub for 2
cars so where will the pub customer sit during
football and sports matches. All the pub customers
will park all down Somerset ave causing congestion
and accidents.
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During the events the pub has where will the events
people park on Somerset ave causing congestion
and accidents.

Car and buses cannot pass if cars are parked both
side of Somerset ave.

Visitors of 7 householder park down Somerset ave
causing congestion and accidents.

Where will people are residents live on Somerset
ave with no drive park if events customers, pub
customers, 7 householder visitors, 7 householder
resident will park on Somerset ave. So resident of
Somerset ave residents park in other streets cause
them problems.

Bus stop outside the pub is perfect for all ages of
society to catch bus in to town. Moving the bus stop
will cause chaos and accidents and congestion.
Moving the stop down the road will be a mistake.
Where will Somerset ave residents able to park.
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Office of Liz Kendall MP

42 Narborough Road
Leicester
LE3 0BQ

Liz.kendall. mp@parliament.uk

0116 2044980

KENDALL




